
KASSON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING   

Tuesday, September 6th, 2022  

Kasson City Hall   

12:00PM 

MINUTES 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Kasson Economic Development 

Authority (EDA) was held at Kasson City Hall this 6th day of September 2022 at 12:00PM.  

 

The following board members were present: Dan Eggler, Chris McKern, Michael Peterson, Kathy 

O’Malley, and Tom Monson 

 

Absent: Jill Moosbrugger, and Janice Borgstrom-Durst 

 

The following staff members were present: Tim Ibisch – City Administrator, and Ian Albers – 

Community Development Assistant 

 

I. Call Meeting to Order. Eggler called the meeting to order at 12:00PM 

 

II. Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting. Monson motioned to approve the minutes. 

O’Malley seconded. 

 

Ayes (5), Nays (0). Motion carried. 

 

III. Financial Report. Albers presented the financial report. The financials were reviewed and 

accepted. 

 

IV. Coordinators Report. Albers presented the Coordinator’s report. 

 

Business visits and assistance 

I have started to visit businesses in Kasson since the August EDA meeting. So far, I have visited 

four businesses along Main St and I intend to perform business visits more regularly going forward. 

As of now, my focus is on introducing myself as the new Community Development Assistant for 

the City of Kasson, as well as providing information on the various EDA programs for which I am 

available to assist. I am looking forward to meeting more business owners/managers as I continue to 

perform business visits in the future, and I hope to gain a lot of useful knowledge about the 

community through everyone I meet. 

 

Business Spotlight – KMTelecom 

The very first business to be featured in the Business Spotlight program is KMTelecom. I have 

invited a representative from KMTelecom to attend the September EDA meeting to accept a 

certificate of recognition, and to give a brief presentation on any accomplishments, recent updates, 

or future goals for KMTelecom. Jon Ehmke, Marketing Coordinator, has confirmed his attendance 

of the September EDA meeting. 

 

Downtown Lots – offer to purchase from Petals2Metals, LLC 

I have received a few inquiries about the EDA lots for sale downtown since the August EDA 

meeting. On August 23rd, I received an offer from Jill Bondhus to purchase both lots for the amount 

of $11,500. Bondhus runs her business, Petals2Metals, LLC out of her home in rural Mantorville 



and is seeking the opportunity to expand into the downtown lots in order to open a shop for flowers 

and upcycled items. Bondhus has been invited to and has confirmed her attendance of the 

September EDA meeting. The offer to purchase is included in the meeting packet. 

  

Crop Science Investigation RLF request 

As discussed at the July and August EDA meetings, Jeff Littrell, CFO/CEO of Crop Science 

Investigation LLC, has requested revolving loan fund assistance in the amount of $25,000. Littrell 

was present at the August EDA meeting, during which he gave an update on the project. Littrell also 

shared that the purchase of the project site is set to finalize on or before September 15th, and that a 

loan from People’s Energy Cooperative had been approved. Following the August EDA meeting, I 

have been in contact with Marty Walsh of People’s to confirm and verify the loan information. 

Walsh has sent a document which includes the amount, interest rate, length, and date of closure. 

This document is included in the meeting packet along with a resolution to authorize the RLF loan. 

 

Update on Kwik Trip North 

Kwik Trip, Inc has submitted applications to the Planning Commission in order to construct a 

convenience store, carwash, and a fueling canopy at the intersection of Mantorville Ave N and 16th 

St NE. When completed, the second Kwik Trip location in Kasson will add an estimated 20-25 jobs 

to the community and will be open to the public 24 hours a day. The site plan and elevation 

drawings are included in the meeting packet.  

 

Albers to attend Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference 

On September 8th and 9th, I will attend the 2022 Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities 

Conference in Red Wing. This conference is being led by the University of Minnesota Extension 

Center for Community Vitality and will include four different breakout sessions with speakers from 

Minnesota Small Business Development Centers, Rethos, Launch Minnesota, MN DEED, and other 

entrepreneurship supporting organizations. I am grateful for the opportunity to attend this 

conference and look forward to learning more about entrepreneurship as an economic development 

strategy. The conference registration information and agenda are included in the meeting packet. 

 

Chaotic Good Brewing Company loan update 

On August 17th, I had a conversation with Diane Lewis, Lending Officer at SMIF, and Laura 

Qualey of the Dodge County EDA about the status of the loan subordination. At that time, Lewis 

informed me that the recording data still had not been received. I have not received any updates 

regarding the recording data, and I am expecting a subordination agreement from SMIF to follow 

once the recording data has been received. 

 

1760 Millwork update 

Joe Lonzo informed me that the construction process has been slower than expected, but the goal for 

1760 Millwork is to be operational by September 19th. Lonzo was unable to attend the September 

EDA meeting, but I will invite him to attend the October EDA meeting to give an update. 

 

 

 

 

 



V. City Administrators Report. Ibisch presented the Administrator’s report. Report included in 

meeting packet. 

 

VI. Business Spotlight – KMTelecom John Ehmke, Marketing Coordinator at KMTelecom, 

presented to the EDA on the history, current operations, and future goals of the company. 

Following the presentation, Ehmke answered questions from EDA board members before 

accepting a certificate of recognition on behalf of KMTelecom as the Business Spotlight for 

the month of September. 

 

VII. Downtown Lots – offer to purchase from Petals2Metals, LLC Jill Bondhus, Chief Manager of 

Petals2Metals, LLC presented to the EDA about her business and interest in purchasing both 

of the downtown EDA lots. Bondhus explained that she currently runs Petals2Metals out of 

her home in rural Mantorville - selling floral bouquets and upcycled items – and is interested 

in opening a storefront. Bondhus was asked about her timeframe for the project, which Ibisch 

further elaborated on by stating that a condition to develop the site by a certain time may be 

included in the purchase agreement. Bondhus also shared that she does not have plans to hire 

additional employees, and that the store would likely be open on a seasonal basis. Albers will 

follow up with Bondhus on her question regarding the existence of any remnant building 

structures left buried following the demolition of the previous buildings. Motion from 

McKern to enter negotiations for the purchase of the downtown lots with continued 

involvement from staff, seconded by Monson. 

 

Ayes (5), Nays (0). Motion carried.  

 

VIII. Crop Science Investigation RLF request Albers shared that a document from Marty Walsh of 

People’s Energy Cooperative outlining the terms of its loan to Crop Science Investigation had 

been received, and that a resolution to authorize the RLF loan for the amount of $25,000 had 

been prepared for approval by the EDA. Ibisch noted that the 4.75% interest rate of the loan 

from People’s would match the interest rate of the RLF loan. Motion from McKern to 

authorize the RLF loan, seconded by Peterson.  

 

Ayes (5), Nays (0). Motion carried.  

 

IX. Update on Kwik Trip North Albers shared that Kwik Trip, Inc has submitted various 

applications to be reviewed by the Planning Commission at its October meeting for a second 

location in Kasson. The new location would be located at the intersection of Mantorville Ave 

N and 16th St NE, bring 20-25 jobs to the community, and be open 24 hours a day. Ibisch 

continued with comments relating to the construction of a roundabout at that same 

intersection, utilities, and future growth along the Hwy 57 corridor. Monson stated that the 

Chamber would like to arrange for a ribbon cutting to happen at a later date. 

 

X. Albers to attend Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference Albers explained that 

the Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities conference that he will attend on September 8th 

and 9th will take place in Red Wing and is offered through the University of Minnesota 

Extension. There will be four different breakout sessions to choose from, one of which will 

focus on restaurants and retail entrepreneur experiences. Albers will report on the conference 

at the October EDA meeting. 

 

 

 



XI. Other Business/Open Discussion. Ibisch and Monson discussed the merging of the Chamber 

of Commerce President and Liaison into one position, which would leave a vacancy on the 

board. McKern shared that he knew of a few possible options to fill the vacancy as well as on 

other city department boards and will report on those at the October EDA meeting. Ibisch 

also shared that StableFeed was featured in an article in the Post Bulletin. Monson will 

coordinate a groundbreaking event for the new apartment complex on 8th Ave SW. Ibisch 

reported that the Hwy 57 project is moving forward steadily and is on schedule to be finished 

around October 29th.  

 

XII. Items for October meeting. None. 

 

XIII. Adjourn. McKern motioned to adjourn the meeting. O’Malley seconded. 

 

Ayes (5), Nays (0). Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 12:40PM. 

 

 

The next meeting will be held at 12:00PM on October 4th, 2022. 

 

Minutes submitted by: 

 

 

 

 

Ian Albers, Community Development Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 Dan Eggler, EDA President 


